Why is Housing So Expensive?
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Who Am |? metm

 Trained urban planner

e 15 years in affordable housing |

advocacy, policy, and R
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YIMBY takes a stand
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What is a YIMBY?
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What is a YIMBY?

 Emerging political movement in U.S. (and
global) of local citizens supporting higher
density residential and mixed-use
development in their communities
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Saying Yes to Housing
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What is Density?
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Why YIMBY?

* New integrationist movement

 Higher density housing — affordable, mixed-
income, & market rate

e Address the massive inequities/exclusion &
environmental destruction caused by physical &
social development of American communities




Density Throughout US History

e European influence on colonial communities
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Density Throughout US History

e 19t century western land expansion
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Oaly Ono-Seventh of Principal Due Annually, beginning Four Years after purchase.

20 PER CENT, DEDUCTED FROM 10 YEARS PRICE, FOR CASM.




Density throughout US History

e 20t" Century Cities & Post-WW!I Suburban
Expansion
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[PORTLAND HEIGHTS|

IN A CLASS BY ITSELF HAS NO RIVALS IS ABOVE ALL

As a mother watching over the City, she reaches down and lifts her tired children from
the dust and smoke of the crowded city, and places them on the beautiful |
evergreen hills overlocking the rivers and mountains |

GREATER PORTLAND HEIGHTS—A GLIMPSE INTO THE NEAR FUTURE
= /fﬁ.f\ -~

| “After total war
-} can come total living”

ELEVATION [T

105
PE5-4636

CAR
SERVICE

TAKE A STROLL THROUGH
THE PROPERTY TODAY

| Exclusive Dealers in Portland Heights Property
¥ | Came to “The Little Office o the Big Hill,” Opposite the Ainsworth School.  Or Room 7 Chamber of Commerce. Phone




Impacts of Suburban Expansion

e Exclusionary land use policies = exclusionary
communities




Impacts of Suburban Expansion

e Exclusionary land use policies = exclusionary
communities




Impacts of Suburban Expansion

e Racial segregation

Natural or artificially established barriers will prove effective in protecting a neighborhood and the
locations within it from adverse influences . . . [including] prevention of the infiltration of business and
industrial uses, lower class occupancy, and inharmonious racial groups — FHA, 1938
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Cram’s Street Map of the

BOSTON AREA

260 Square Miles
Including Arlington, Brookline, Cambridge, Chelses,

Belmont, Boston,
Dedham, Everett, Lexington, Malden, Medford, Melrose, Milton,
Needhan, Newton, Quincy, Revere, Somerville, Waitham,
Watertown, Winchester and Winthrop

sHowING
Streets, Roads, Bouadaries, Wards, Teansportation Lines, Pirk Systems, Boulevards,
Golf and Country Clubs, Schook, Libraries, Cemeteries. Police and Fire Stations.
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Impacts of Suburban Expansion

e Urban Divestment
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Impacts of Suburban Expansion

e Fossil Fuel/Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Its Making 55 Famous—For Fun!

heaping hoodful of fun under your foot—162
(Special to adventure lovers: 180 h.p.
Super Turbo-Fire V8™ is optional at extra
n also choose from the two highest
1,
Irives, just name it, Chey
super-smooth Powerglide (extra-
1) and a new and finer Synchro-
Mesh transmission.

For sheer driving pleasure,
Chevrolet’s stealing the thunder
Srom the high-priced cars.

n the low-price

Let’s e frank, Up to now, may

one of tf

Find out how the Moto olet puts
the key
at your Chevrolet dealer’s—and you'll want it
for keeps! . . . rolet Division of General

Motors, Detrait 2, Michigan.

Not any more! The Motoramic Chevrolet
i taking the play away from the high.priced
cars with pure excitement on wheels!

new fun in your drivi

Chevrolet’s new ™Turbo-Fire V8" puts a

]
Motoramic .Elﬁﬂ See and drive it at your Chevrolet dealer’s
adfip




Impacts of Suburban Expansion

e Loss of farmland, natural landscapes/green fields
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Density through Smart Growth




Benefits of Density: Housing

e Building Inclusive
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Housing production is a prerequisite
to long-term economic growth in

Massachusetts



435,000 new units in Metro Boston,
~500,000 units statewide, by 2040

Total Net Housing Demand, by Type,

Metro Boston, 2010 - 2040
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YIMBY in Greater Boston
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Our Vision

 ABC believes that, for Cambridge to continue
to live up to its promise, we must solve our
housing affordability crisis. The only way to do
that is to build new homes. Increasing density
is crucial to racial justice, environmental
sustainability and quality of life.

e http://abettercambridge.org/platform
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Founding ABC

The Personal is Political



What ABC Does

e Advocate for policy: zoning changes, planning
processes

 Support smart growth development proposals

e Education
— Educational forums
— Candidate Education



Advocate for/against Policy Changes

e YES: Central Square Restoration Petition

r_EﬂST AXONOMETRIC - PROPOSED ZONING
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Supporting Smart Development
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Public Education




Political Education

A 53 G
BETTER
CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge City Council Forum
September 19, 2017
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* Questions 1- 10 rated
on scale of 2
[maximum] te -2
[minlmum). Zen
Indicates neutral or
cannat determine
based on response.

Question 11 rated on a
seale of 10 (maximum)
to O {minimum).

Question 12 rated on a
scale of 15 (maximum

paints) to O [minimum

ponAts].

Leland Cheung
Marc McGovern

Dravid Maher
E. Denise Simmons

Dennis A. Benzan

Craig Kelley

-
Tim Toomey
Mariko Davidson
Gregg Moree
Nadeem Mazen
Minka

DENSITY BUILDING
Past planning HEIGHTS
effarts in Cambridge should
Cambridge suchas Loy taller bulldings i
K2€2 have certaln areas If that
recommended | poiant results In more
greater housing affordable housing
delnsll\fdto be L p
tfanspnn:rl?:: Maoximum polnts (2}
Jor an answer of:
fiades I “Strongly Agree.”
Cambridge. Do you N
support this
approach?

Maximurn paints
(2} for am answer
of: “Strongly
support.”

Jan Devereux

Romaine Wait

James Williamson
| Paul Mahaney

Mike Connally
Kim Courtney
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Political Education
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* ANALYSIS BASED ON CANDIDATE RESPONSES TO A BETTER CAMBRIDGE CANDIDIATE QUESTIONNAIRE

GROWTH
Maore people wish
to live In citles and

Cambridge, as an
attractive place 1o
liwe, will ses
Increasing demand
for places for these
pecple to live.
Should Cambridge:

* Address change
by allowing mars
howsing and
increased
helght/density?

* Seek to limit
growth by
maintaining /ts
current
restrictions an

height/density?

Masimum points (2}
for an answer af:
“Alawing mare
howusing and
increased density®

MARKET RATE
HOUSING

Increasing the supaly
of market rate housing|
will mitigate upward
pressure om housing
costs in Cambridge.

AFFORDABLE
HOUSING
The affordable
housing crisis in
Cambridge should
be addressed
witheut private

paints (2]
for an answer of:
“Strongly Agree.”

i it amd
through the
expenditure of
public money alone.

Mauwimum points [2)

[for an answer of
“Strangly Disagrae.”

bridge

MASTER PLAN
De you support
moving forward on
existing large
development
proposals or other
opporunities that
may arise {Le., MIT
Kendall Sguare
develapment, Volpe

]

PARKING
Should Cambridge
reduce/eliminate
minimum parking

regulrements in the
roning code for new
developments in

during the
Camibridge master

imum points (2]
Jor answer of:
“Strongly Suppart.*

TRANSIT
ORIENTED
DEVELOPMENT

Vehicle emissions in

the United Sates are

a major contributor
towards global

areas well served by
transit, bike share, climate change.
i Building more mixed
i housing and
transportation commercial
optians? de\nefnpmentsl near

Meaximum peints (2]
[for an answer aof;
“Yes.”

centers will help
reduce car use in
Camboridge.

Moximum points for

an answer of:
Strongly Agree.”

CITY COUNCIL

AUTHORITY
Do you balieve itis
the appropriate role
for the Gty Cauncil
to review specific
development
proposals/special
permit reguests —a
power they do not
currently have?

Maximum poimnts for

an answer af: “No.*

MASS + MAIN
As a city eouncilor
in the past City
Councll term, did
you or would you
have voted to
SUDPOIT OF BpPOsE
the final Mass &
Main zoning
proposal that
Included over 20%
{50 units} of
affordable housing?

Maximum points for

answer of: "Yes.

CANDIDATE
VISION
Please describe
your vision for
Cambridge’s
future in the areas
addressed by
ABC's
organizational
mission and goals.

Maximum polnts =

10

In Cambridge

CANDIDATE
TOP3
POLICIES
Please name and
describe three
specific policies
that the City
Councll can adopt
te address the
housing
affordability crisis

Maximum peints =
15

TOTAL

RATING
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Yes in YOUR Back Yard




For more information...

http://abettercambridge.org
http://yimby.wiki

tw: @ABetterCambMA
tw: @JesseKB

fo: ABetterCambridge
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